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EAST IIERNANDEZ VALLEY PROPERTY OWNERS

February 20, 2010

Rick Cooper
Field Manager
Bureau ofLand Management .

Hollister Field Office

20 Hamilton Court
Hollister, CA 95023

RE: Public Access Proposal for Tucker Zone

November 2009 Draft Resource Management Plan and Environmental

Impact Statement (RMPIEIS) for the Clear Creek Management

Area (“CCMA”)

Dear Mr. Cooper:

The undersigned own land between the existing entrance to the CCMA on Coalinga Road

and what is referred to as the Tucker Zone in the RMPEIS (Cane, Baker, Biles and Post

Canyons and part of Tucker Mountain). We propose that BLM adopt as its preferred

alternative for the Tucker Zone under the RMP/EIS a Wildlife Conservation and

Wilderness Study Area alternative that promotes the conservation and study of wildlife

(including bald eagles, condors and elk) and wildlife habitat in the Tucker Zone. A

variety of endangered, threatened and other wildlife already exist in this area, and the

preservation of the Tucker Zone as wildlife habitat will help mitigate the loss of habitat

elsewhere in the CCMA.

Our proposal involves a cooperative effort between the undersigned, BLM, the California

Department of Fish and Game (“DFG”), and a reputable conservation organization. We

propose the Ventana Wildlife Society (VWS”) as the participating conservation

organization. Our proposal also involves the undersigned landowners granting BLM

nonexciusive easements to BLM land in the Tucker Zone for the following limited

purposes:

1. Allowing BLM (and DFG) employees, contractors and agents access to the Tucker

Zone for range/land management and law enforcement purposes.

2. With appropriate DFG orientation, allowing a limited number of La Panza elk tag

holders access for elk hunting purposes on BLM land (for no special fee) and,

perhaps, on neighboring private land. Some private landowners may charge a fee

for hunting on their land, but some may not if the right tag holder is involved (i.e.,

disable, veterans, children). As an alternative to the La Panza elk hunt, perhaps

DFG could establish a special hunt with its own tags just for the Hernandez Valley
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herd.

3. Limited access (in terms of frequency and numbers of people) for members of the

public to go on organized educational and photographic hiking trips in the Tucker

Zone. The VWS has expressed an interest in organizing and conducting such trips.

Please understand that our proposal is not intended to exclude any members of the public

from entering the Tucker Zone in any other legal manner or for any legal purpose.

However, our proposal is conditioned on the following:

a) I3LM not selling or exchanging away any BLM land in the Tucker Zone.

b) BLM not authorizing or constructing any new on or off road vehicle roads or trails

into or within the Tucker Zone.

c) BLM granting non-exclusive rights-of-way to the undersigned covering

approximately 300 yards of an existing dirt road on BLM land near Cane Canyon.

The purpose of the right-of-way would be to provide the undersigned with

emergency access to and from their respective properties when the flow of water in

the San Benito River prevents them from safely crossing the River (at the Coalinga

Road access point to the CCMA).

d) The undersigned, BLM, DFG and VWS entering into mutually acceptable written

easements, rights-of-way and other appropriate agreements to accomplish the

above.

We hope this proposal provides an acceptable alternative for BLM with respect to the

Tucker Zone. We look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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Signature: 1j Signature:

Name:________________ Name:__________________

Address5 IL1 Address:___________________

tLO ?4k (4

__________________

Telephone: (t’JC g 14 4D Te1ephone:.
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Signature: cZ/ Signature:_

Name: ‘& A,i1-41-/ Name:
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Telephone: i3 6‘- Telephone:.

Fax:_____________________ Fax:_____

email:___________________________ email:_____

Signature: _4’.21_ ‘22ZL,.11 Signature:_

Name: 0ov /Vlc*(yf Name:____

Address: 13O Cc1,r,e iA. Acidress:_

C0Ao’ . °i9-t’

______

Telephone: t5 3 Yl Telephone:.

Fax:____________________________ Fax:______

email:___________________________ emai’

cc: Joe Hobbs
California Department of Fish & Game

Jeff Cairn
Department of Fish & Game

Kelly Sorenson
Ventana Wildlife Society

CCMA RMP/EIS Comments

Attention: Planning Coordinator

Bureau of Land Management

Hollister Field Office
20 Hamilton Court
Hollister, CA 95023

Hernandez Valley Property Owners
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Hernandez Valley Property Owners

Discussion Topics for BLM Meeting
(Monday - February 22, 2010)

Social Issues

1. If BLM sells Tucker Zone property, members of the public who currently use this BLM

land for hunting, hiking, camping, etc. will no longer be able to use this land. BLM will

be provided with written comments from these members of the public.

2. The Tucker Zone is prime habitat for bald eagles, condors, elk and other wildlife:

(a) If BLM sells the Tucker Zone property, there is no assurance that the buyer will

adequately protect these invaluable wildlife resources. Moreover, if the property

is sold, the public will be deprived of the opportunity to enjoy such wildlife,

(b) If BLM opens the Tucker Zone to ORV use or even “jeep traiP’ use, the bald

eagles, condors, elk and other wildlife will be scared away and their habitat will

be destroyed. The current OHV areas in the CCMA are devoid of significant

wildlife.

(c) The Tucker Zone should be maintained by BLM as a wildlife conservation/study

area to mitigate damage to wildlife and wildlife habitat elsewhere in the CCMA.

3. If BLM allows the OHV (and/or more non-OHV vehicles) recreation area to expand into

the Tucker Zone, neighboring landowners will encounter more noise, dust, trespassers

and conflicts (with a potential for violence). The peace and tranquility they currently

enjoy will be destroyed.

4. Cane Canyon, which is in the Tucker Zone, is eligible for inclusion in the Wild and

Scenic River Inventory. As indicated on Page 657 of the RMP/EIS. BLM must place this

area under protective management.

5. Landowners to the West of the Tucker Zone will be providing BLM with a separate

written proposal to deal with the problems described above, and to provide members of

the public with access to the Tucker Zone for a variety ofpurposes, including hunting elk,

wildlife observation, study and photography, and other uses compatible with the “wildlife

oriented” Tucker Zone.

Economic Issues

1. If BLM sells the Tucker Zone property, the property values of the Hemandez Valley
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landowners will be devastated. People buy land in Hernandez Valley to enjoy nature,

including hiking, wildlife viewing, hunting and exploring the wilderness. Much of this

activity occurs in the Tucker Zone. That’s pretty much all there is to do in Hemandez

Valley. If prospective buyers cannot enjoy these activities in the Tucker Zone, many of

them simply would not consider purchasing our land. As a consequence, local property

values will be seriously affected.

2. If BLM opens the Tucker Zone to OHV or nori-OHV vehicle use, the wildlife will be

scared away, the wildlife habitat will be destroyed, and the unique and natural wonders of

the Tucker Zone will be lost forever. Like the wildlife, this would also scare away

prospective purchasers of Hernandez Valley land and, in the process, destroy the value of

our land.

Formal Record

The undersigned Hernandez Valley property owners request that this discussion outline be

considered formal comments with respect to the Clear Creek Management Area Draft Resource

Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement issued by BLM in November, 2009.

Please also make this discussion outline part of the official record for BLM’s February 22, 2010

public meeting/workshop regarding such matters.

cc: CCMA RMP/EJS Comments
Attention: Planning Coordinator

Bureau of Land Management
Hollister Field Office
20 Hamilton Court
Hollister, CA 95023

Hemandez Valley Property Owners
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FebruaryZ, 2010

CCMA RMP/EIS Comments I

Attention: Planning Coordinator
Bureau of Land Management
1-bluster Field Office
20 Hamilton Court
Hollister, CA 95023
Fax: 831-630-5055
entail: cahormpica.blrn.gov

RE: Tucker Zone
November 2009 Draft Resource Management Plan and Environmental Impact

Statement (“RMP’EIS”) for the Bureau of Land Management’s (“BLM’s”) Clear

Creek Management Area (“CCMA”)

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

BLM should not select any alternative plan for the CCMA which involves the sale of any BLM

land in the Tucker Zone, or the construction of any new roads or off highway vehicle trails in the

area. To do so would devastate a wonderful wildlife habitat resource. It would also jeopardize

Cane Canyon, which is eligible for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River Inventoiy and must be

protected by the BLM.

The Tucker Zone should be used as a wildlife conservation and wilderness study area to mitigate

the loss of wildlife habitat elsewhere in the CCMA. My family, friends and I fully support the

East Hernandez Valley Property Owners’ February 20, 2010 Public Access Proposal for the

Tucker Zone and encourage the BLM to adopt such Proposal. I also incoorate by reference all

of the comments set forth in the discussion outline entitled Hernandez Valley Property Owners

Discussion Topics for BLM Meeting submitted to BLM on February 22, 2010 in Hoflister,

California.

Your careful consideration of our comments and concerns will b.c appreciated.

Sincerely,

TOM MOREY
1840 PORTO RD

W000SIDE CA. 94O6



FEB—23-2010(TUE) 09:33

CCMA RMPiEIS Comments

Attention: Planning Coordinator

Bureau of Land Management

Hoilister Field Office
20 Hamilton Court
Hollister, CA 95023
Fax: 831-630-5055
email; cahormpø),ca.blin.gov

RE: Tucker Zone
November 2009 Draft Resource Management Plan and

Statement (“RMP/EIS”) for the Bureau of Land

Creek Management Area (CCMA”)

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

I own property in the Hernandez Valley area in Southern San Beiito County, California. My

family and friends and I use the Tucker Zone area of the CCMA on a year round basis for hiking,

hunting, roekhounding, wildlife viewing and other recreational parposes.

BLM should not select any alternative plan for the CCMA whicl involves the sale of any BLM

land in the Tucker Zone, or the construction of any new roads or off highway vehicle trails in the

area. To do so would devastate a wonderflul wildlife habitat resource, as well as the value of my

property. It would also jeopardize Cane Canyon, which is eligibe for inclusion in the \Vild and

Scenic River Inventoxy and must be protected by the BLM.

The Tucker Zone should be used as a wildlife conservation and Lilderness study area to mitigate

the loss of wildlife habitat elsewhere in the CCMA. My family, friends and I fully support the

East Hernandez Valley Property Owners’ February 20, 2010 Pulic Access Proposal for the

Tucker Zone and encourage the BLM to adopt such Proposal. Ialso incorporate by reference all

of the comments set forth in the discussion outline entitled Hernandez Valley Property Owners

Discussion Topics for BLM Meeting submitted to BLM on February 22, 2010 in Hoilister,

California.

Your careful consideration of our comments and concerns will be appreciated.

TOM MOREY
1840 PORTOLA RD.

WOODSIDE, CA. 94062

Sincerely,
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